J ANI SILVA , C O L O M B IA

Born in the heart of the Colombian Amazon, Jani Silva has dedicated her life to
defending the trees and land that are everyone’s lifeblood. From the age of 16, she’s
been standing with the campesino farmers of Putumayo, a region nestled in the
south of the country and brimming with unique biodiversity. Her work has pitted her
against forces greedy for that land’s oil wealth. Harassed by unknown aggressors,
her life is in danger.
Demand protection for Jani.
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PROTECTING
THE AMAZON
COULD GET
HER KILLED

Above everything, Germain is a husband and father. But this stalwart of human rights
has never seen his youngest son. Instead, the father of three is sitting in a jail cell in
Burundi, sentenced to 32 years imprisonment on sham charges after a flawed trial. “For
how long must my husband suffer this injustice?” asks his wife, Emelyne.
Tell Burundi to free Germain now.
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JAILED FOR
32 YEARS
FOR DEFENDING
HUMAN RIGHTS
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GERMAIN R U K U K I, B U R U N D I

POPI QWAB E & B O N G E K A P H U N G U L A , S O U T H A FRICA

Popi Qwabe and Bongeka Phungula were
talented drama students. But their dreams of making
it big as actors ended one night in May 2017. The
two friends were shot and dumped by the side of
a road. Since their murders, their families have
Demand justice for Popi and Bongeka.

been looking for answers. They’ve been frustrated
by irregularities in the police investigation and no
progress in the following three years. They want
justice. Support them.
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THEIR KILLERS
MUST BE BROUGHT
TO JUSTICE

PAING PH Y O M IN , M YAN M A R

Paing Phyo Min (aka De Yay) loves singing, playing the guitar and Taylor Swift.
The 22-year-old student leader is also a member of the Peacock Generation, a poetry
troupe dedicated to Thangyat – a traditional version of slam poetry. In 2019, Paing
Phyo Min and other Peacock Generation members were arrested after performing
Thangyat dressed as soldiers while making fun of the military. He was sentenced to six
years in prison.
Tell Myanmar to release Paing Phyo Min immediately and unconditionally.
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LOCKED UP
FOR SLAMMING
THE MILITARY
WITH POETRY

I DRIS KH ATTA K , P A K IS TA N

Described by his daughters as an
“enthusiastic but terrible” cook, Idris Khattak
is Pakistan’s expert on enforced disappearances.
He’s spent years documenting them for Amnesty
International and Human Rights Watch. But in
November 2019, Idris, too, disappeared.
Tell Pakistan’s authorities to release Idris.

After his daughter, Talia, bravely went public
calling for her father’s release, the authorities
admitted they had him. Now Idris could be
charged with espionage, which could mean 14
years in jail or a death sentence.
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ABDUCTED
FOR EXPOSING
DISAPPEARANCES

BLINDED BY POLICE
FOR DEMANDING
DIGNITY
AND EQUALITY

When protests broke out across Chile over
rising inequality, Gustavo Gatica joined in. He took
to the streets in November 2019. As with other
demonstrations, police responded with brute force
which commanders did not stop. Police shot dangerous
Demand justice for Gustavo.

ammunition directly into the crowds, striking Gustavo
in both eyes. He was permanently blinded. “I gave
my eyes so people would wake up,” he says. As
demonstrations continued, protestors wore eye patches
and chanted his name. They want justice. So do we.
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GUSTAVO G ATIC A , C H I L E

NASSIMA A L- S A D A , S A U D I A R A B I A

For much of her life, Nassima al-Sada has
campaigned for women’s freedom in Saudi
Arabia. Now, she’s lost her own. She’s one of
13 prominent female activists prosecuted for
demanding women’s right to drive and the right
Tell Saudi Arabia to free Nassima now.

to carry out their daily business without the
permission of a male ”guardian”. Since her arrest
in July 2018, she has been locked up, enduring
ill-treatement and solitary confinement – all for
her peaceful efforts to defend women’s rights.
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LOCKED UP
FOR DEMANDING
WOMEN’S RIGHTS

KHALED D R A R E N I, A L G E R I A

Khaled Drareni believes in principled journalism. He’s made a point of covering the
Hirak protest movement, which embraces freedom and respect for rights and liberties.
Like many young Algerians, Khaled sees the Hirak movement as a chance to build a
fairer, better Algeria. But this has placed him at odds with the authorities. They’ve
arrested him many times, most recently in March 2020. Khaled has been sentenced to
three years in prison, simply for doing his job.
Tell Algeria to free Khaled now.
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JAILED FOR HIS
JOURNALISM

THEY OPPOSED
TORTURE, NOW
THEY FACE PRISON

They were three teenagers at sea, desperate to
escape Libya’s violence. When the rubber boat they
and 100 others were in sank, they were rescued
by oil transporter, the El Hiblu. They thought they
were safe, but the El Hiblu tried to return them to
Demand justice for the El Hiblu 3.

Libya and almost certain torture. A protest ensued.
The youths acted as interpreters to help preserve
their lives and those of their fellow passengers. Now
they’re in the dock, facing a life sentence.
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EL HIBLU 3 , M A LTA

PROSECUTED
FOR CELEBRATING
LGBTI RIGHTS

From day one, biology students Melike Balkan
and Özgür Gür dedicated themselves to defending
lesbian, gay, bi-sexual, transgender and intersex
(LGBTI+) rights at their university. As members of
the LGBTI+ Solidarity Group, they have organized
campus Pride marches successfully for years.
Tell Turkey to acquit them of all charges.

But in May 2019, the university banned the
planned march and called the police to disperse
the peaceful sit-in. Despite simply exercising their
right to peaceful protest, 18 students and an
academic are now on trial.
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M ETU PRID E D E F E N D E R S , T U R K E Y

